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Transfer modalities 

In-kind  Cash Vouchers 

Ways to transfer humanitarian assistance 

Choice of one or a combination 



Why CTP? 

 are an alternative to in-kind assistance 
 are a market based solution  
 can help maintain the dignity of beneficiaries  
 can also empower beneficiaries  
 are one of the most effective and cost-efficient 
methods of delivering assistance  





Cash across different sectors 

Food security 

Nutrition 

Livelihoods 

Health 

WASH 

Shelter 

Protection 

Education 
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From survival to recovery… 

“Cash transfers help 
people survive and 
recover from 
humanitarian 
crises…evidence shows 
that cash can be one of 
the best ways to meet 
critical needs” 

Source:  ODI High Level 
Panel Report 2015 ‘Doing 
Cash Differently’  



CTP – How to decide? 

• What people need and when? 
– Multi sector needs assessment and response 

analysis 

– Multi-sector market analysis 

– How to ensure that cash is used in the right way?  

• Analysing feasibility 
– What do recipients prefer?  

– Is there a reliable/safe mechanism for delivery? 

– Is it cost efficient and cost effective? 



The Winds of Change 

UN 
$1,200m 

NGOs 
$541m 

RCRCM 
$102m 

2015: Cash & vouchers: 7% of international humanitarian assistance. 

2016: Major commitments to increase use of cash & vouchers. 

Source: Counting Cash, Dec 2016, ODI & Development Initiatives. 

2015 spend on 

cash & vouchers 



Cash cuts across ... 

• ... sectors, 

• ... mandates, 

• ... interests, 

• ... ways of working, 

• ... relationships. 

The Humanitarian System 

Source: State of the Humanitarian System 2015, ALNAP 



Cash is not straightforward 

• Cash is a tool, not a sector. 

• Cash is not always appropriate. 

• Careful design in each context. 

1. No Magic 
Bullet 

• Market & response analysis. 

• Financial services. 

• Using cash & vouchers for different sectors. 

2. New 
capacities 

• Financial regulations. 

• Risks associated with scale. 

• Beneficiary data. 

3. New       
risks 



CaLP Global 
Framework 
for Action 

Grand 
Bargain 

ECHO 10 
priniciples 

High Level 
Panel on 

cash 
transfers 

World 
Humanitar

ian 
Summit 

CaLP’s 
Agenda for 

Cash 



Global Framework for Action 

1. Ensure sufficient funding is available for cash transfer 
programming 

2. Ensure cash is routinely considered, alongside other 
tools  

3. Build sufficient capacity for cash transfer programming 

4. Ensure the quality of cash transfer programming 

5. Strengthen coordination of cash transfer programming. 

6. Strengthen the evidence base and invest in innovation 



THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on: @cashlearning 

  Cash Learning Partnership 

 

 

 

 

 


